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   Energy Law to Eliminate Popular  
Household Reflector Lamps in June 2008 

 
Demand expected to shift to halogen and exempted incandescent lamps, preserving 

opportunities for dimming while increasing energy savings 
 

Warrenton, VA – April 28, 2008 – The Energy Independence and Security Act of 
2007’s efficiency regulations aimed at 40-100W incandescent light bulbs have 
become well known since the Act’s passage last November. But another significant 
provision targets reflector lamps, and it goes into effect in June of this year. 
 Reflector lamps are cone-shaped light bulbs that are very common in residential 
construction. The cone is layered with a reflective coating on the outer bulb that 
directs the light in a desired direction and beam pattern (spot, flood, etc.). These 
bulbs are typically used in downlights (ceiling-recessed “cans”) and track lighting 
 The Home Lighting Control Alliance (HLCA) has published a new whitepaper 
for consumers, integrators, builders and architects on its website, www.homelighting-
control.org, describing the Act’s efficiency provisions that will eliminate popular 
consumer reflector lamp choices for millions of sockets in the United States. 
 Starting June 16, manufacturers will stop making lamps that do not comply with 
the Act’s efficiency standards, with some significant exceptions. The result is popular 
incandescent reflector lamps will be eliminated, shifting demand to halogen, 
incandescent exceptions and compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs). 
 “Unlike the Act’s provisions that will eliminate general-service light bulbs 
starting in 2012, the provisions targeting incandescent reflector lamps enable 
consumers to switch to halogen choices that provide higher efficiency, excellent 
lighting quality, longer lamp life and easy dimming,” says Gary Meshberg of 
Lightolier Controls, chair of HLCA. 
 He adds that dimming reduces a light bulb’s average input watts by 20 percent, 
according to a study by Heschong Mahone Group, while increasing lamp life. “This 
makes dimming a significant green method for increasing energy savings and 
contributing to a home lighting system’s level of sustainability,” Meshberg points out.  
 “However, if CFLs are substituted, consumers must take note that the given 
bulb must be explicitly rated as dimmable if it will be dimmed. In addition, because of 
issues with current dimmable CFL technology, HLCA does not recommend 
dimmable CFLs for use with line-voltage dimming controls for consumers expecting 
optimal dimming performance,” he concludes. 

To download this whitepaper free, visit HLCA’s Learning Center at 
www.homelightingcontrol.org. 
 

- more - 

  

mailto:Peter@Hoagland.us


For Immediate Release                                                        Energy Law 

  

About the Home Lighting Control Alliance (HLCA) 
 

The Home Lighting Control Alliance is a consortium of leading lighting control 
manufacturers, systems integrators and industry support organizations. Its sole 
purpose is to promote the awareness, value and benefits of lighting control in 
residential applications.  

Members include AHA Design, CEA, CentraLite Systems, Control4, Echelon, 
EH Publishing, ETC, FulTech Solutions, HAI, Integrated Concepts, iLuxe innovation, 
Karen Proctor Electric, Lightolier Controls, LiteTouch, Pass & Seymour, RL Johnson 
Construction, Savant Systems, S&S Electric, Somfy Systems, Square D/Clipsal, 
SST, Vantage Controls and Watt Stopper/Legrand.  
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